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Background 
Core indicators are a fundamental component of the HELCOM Monitoring and Assessment Strategy (2013); 

their status is to be regularly published in core indicator reports and they provide the basis for HELCOM 

thematic and holistic assessments. 

The EUTRO-OPER project has been tasked to continue to improve the quality of the existing eutrophication 

status core indicators, filling in gaps identified in the present eutrophication indicator coreset through 

development of new indicators. 

Guidelines for the review 

The indicators presented are nearly final, but not yet operational. Some of them lack GES-boundaries, 

though the boundary-setting approach has been identified. One of them has not yet been calculated for all 

sub-basins. The aim is to have all four indicators operational by 2015. 

Practical arrangements 

The material for review is based on core indicator reports that are structured for web-based publication. 

They present information on the status and concept of the indicator, but also more detailed information on 

the principles behind GES boundaries, assessment protocols, metadata etc. On the web-site, the information 

is layered so that key message and relevance of the indicator will be separated from technical details. The 

eutrophication core indicators published on-line in 2014 can be viewed as examples (e.g. DIN: 

http://helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/eutrophication/indicators/nutrients-nitrogen/).   

For the review process, core indicator reports are made available in the HELCOM meeting portal in the 

‘HELCOM core indicator adoption process workspace’ , under the folder ‘Eutrophication indicators’, on 20 

April 2015. 

The four indicators submitted for review are: 

- Total nitrogen 

- Total phosphorus 

- Cyanobacterial surface accumulations 

- Spring bloom intensity based on chlorophyll-a 

Action required 
The Meeting is requested to: 

- review the indicator reports in their present form,  

- agree to shift the category of indicators from Candidate to CORE indicators for eutrophication. 

http://helcom.fi/baltic-sea-trends/eutrophication/indicators/nutrients-nitrogen/
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/default.aspx
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/Eutrophication%20indicators/Total%20nitrogen-IndicatorReport.docx
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/Eutrophication%20indicators/Total%20phosphorus-IndicatorReport.docx
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/Eutrophication%20indicators/Cyanobacteria-IndicatorReport.docx
https://portal.helcom.fi/workspaces/CORESET%20II-87/Eutrophication%20indicators/Springbloom-IndicatorReport.docx
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Annex 1. HELCOM indicator definitions 
Core indicator 

Core indicators are commonly agreed indicators among the HELCOM Contracting Parties. A core indicator measures the 

progress towards a BSAP objective and/or an MSFD criteria. A core indicator describes a scientifically sound 

phenomenon and is based on measurements, observations or validated models. Core indicators are Baltic wide 

whenever ecologically relevant, and the area of applicability is expressed through HELCOM assessment units. 

Core indicators are either state- or pressure indicators. Pressure core indicators measure an anthropogenic pressure 

directly, and measure the progress towards an environmental target. State core indicators measure the progress 

towards a GES-boundary. The environmental target and/or the GES-boundary are described in detail in an operational 

core indicator, as well as the assessment methods and rationale. State core indicators are indirectly linked to 

anthropogenic pressures, and the link is described either qualitatively or quantitatively as appropriate. 

Operational core indicators are to be regularly updated by CP's through agreed long-term data handling arrangements 

and the updated result is published on the HELCOM web-page. The aim is that the parameters required for the core 

indicators are monitored by all Contracting Parties when ecologically relevant, through HELCOM coordinated 

monitoring that will be described through the HELCOM Monitoring Manual. 

Pre-core indicator 

Pre-core indicators have been identified as necessary by the HELCOM Contracting Parties for BSAP and MSFD purposes. 

The indicator has not been adopted as a core indicator e.g. because some aspects of the indicator may be under-

developed and/or agreement on the indicator among the CP's may be intermediate.  Contracting Parties should aim to 

monitor the parameters relevant for the pre-core indicator, with the understanding that the pre-core indicators can be 

based on compilations of data from sources other than coordinated HELCOM monitoring data. 

Candidate indicator 

Candidate indicators include indicators on which there is not yet a common understanding on the concept but a need 

for the indicator has been identified to cover gaps in the requirements of the BSAP or the MSFD. The stage of 

development of the content of the indicator is completely or severely lacking and/or there is no common agreement on 

the indicator among the CP’s. The candidate indicator list is a living document.  


